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FEB 25 ALBANY N.Y. QE2 
FEB 26 PROVR.L MET CAFE 
FEB 27 BURLING .VT. CLUB TOAST 
FEB 28 WORC MASS. ESPRESSO BAR 
MAR 1 NYC CONEY ISLAND HIGH 
MARS WASH. DC CAPITOL BALLROOM 
MAR 4 CLEVELAND GROGSHOP 
MAR 5 ONC BOGARTS 
'MAR 6 -DETROIT SHELTER 
MAR 7 MILW.. RAVE 
MAR 8 CHICAGO THURSTONS 
MAR 9 MINN 7THST. 

MARIO SIOUX FALLS SD. POMP ROOM 
MAR12 ST. LOUIS HI PT. 

MARIS KANSAS CITY FUSE BOX 
MAR14 DENVER AZI1ANTHEAT. 
MAR17 SEATTLE RKCNDY 
MARX8 BORLAND STAGE 4 
MAR19 S. F. SLIMS 
MAR20 CACTUS SAN JOSE CA 
MAR21 CARMICHAEL CA a DORADO 
MAR 24 SAN DIEGO SHOWCASE 
MAR 25 CORONA SHOWCASE 


MAR 27 TEMPEAZ. BOSTONS 

MAR 30 OKLACLTY WILL ROGERS 

MAR 31 SAN ANTONIO 1W WHITE RABBIT 

APR 1 AUSTIN IX ATOMIC CAFE 

APR 3 HOUSTON TX ABYSS 

APR 4 NEW ORLEANS JIMMYS CAFE 

APR 6 TAMPA FLA / THE CLUB 

APR 8 FT LAUDERDALE/ PROP ROOM - 

APR 9 JACKSONVILLE FLA/MILK BAR 

APR 10 SPARTANBURG SC/ GROUND ZERO 

APR 11 COLUMBIA S C/ ROCKAFELLAS 

APR 14 RICHMOND VA/ TWISTERS 

APR 15 HAGERTWN MD/ 180 DEGREES 

APR 17 NORTHAMTONMA/ PEARL ST 

APR 18 MOOSIC PA SEAS SEAS 

APR 20 YORK PA FENK 

APR 23 NEWARK NJPffOINE 

APR 24 NEW HAVEN CT TUNE INN 

APR 25 WORCESTER MA ESPRESSO BAR 

MORE DATES TO BE ADDED CM. TOANG TOR FURJHBl 
INTO 619-488-5950 








Strange notes. . .Another issue of In The Background is finished and done with. 

And it's about time, it's been awhile since that last one. Oh yeah,you'll notice 
that there's a bit more substance going into this one. Hey, always room for imp- 
rovement , right?It ' s cool to see what started out as a six-page waste of paper 
turn into what you see here, a twenty-page waste of paper. But, no, really we're 
proud to feature the bands in this issue and the first one. In case you missed 
it, the first issue had THE TRUENTS,THE SUBVERSIVES , and THE GLG-TWENTIES . I still 
have a few copies of that lying around for anyone who wants to check that out. 
Like I said last time, we would still like to include articles , pictures , drawings , 
etc., from others out there. So get off your lazy arse and send us your stuff .And 
any 7"s, tapes, or ads, too. That stuff helps out. Ad space is still FREE. And with 
the articles, no political manifestos or preachy bullshit.lt 's a waste of my time 
and yours. I also want to thank everyone who lent a helping hand in getting this 
together -First off, mad thanx go out to my boi,Ian for acting as co-conspirator 
and lending his writing talents to the magazine. Also, to The Jester for writing 
an article for us, hope to have more installments from him in future issues. And 
many thanx to. . .John at VULTURE ROCK, Dave at PUNK CORE, Anthony Torres & SLUGGO, 
Tommy and the rest of ONE WAY SYSTEM, Andy & Deidre and BOVVER 9 6, Bones and the 
LOWER CLASS BRATS, Matt Kelly & DROPKICK MURPHYS, Rick Kendrick and the IN-CITERS, 
Nigel and THE ALLSTONI ANS , Mark & Tim at GMM Records , Shaun from THE TRUENTS , and 
also Johann for the classified in TEENAGE WARNING. If I forgot anyone, and I'm 
sure that I did, Thanx 1 

But as I was saying, it's cool getting to hear from people from all over through 
doing this. It keeps me up to date as to what's going on, and that's hard to do 
sometimes, what with living here in the middle of nowhere. Although, it is strange 
the amount of shows here lately, as well as the ones caning up in the next month. 
I mean, I sit here writing this trying to forget the fact that the Toy Dolls are 
playing tommorow night at Twister's and I'm going to be working. Oh well, life 
goes on.It's good to see things pick up a bit around here, there hasn't been a 
whole lot going on in recent months. Anyhow, back to my point, and I guess this is 
my space where I get to relate some kind of story or personal experience. I like 
to leave this stuff to the emo/high school crowd and their zines but, hey, I need 
stuff to fill up these pages, right ?So keep reading . Something that has been on my 
mind lately, and I guess that I've realized in the last three or four months is 
the fact that life is what you make it, even here on the Eastern Shore Of Va. Exc- 
use me, I mean the Eastern Shi thole Of Virginia. Yeah, that 's it. I know that to 
some this is old news and most haven't even realized it yet. I've always known 
this to be true, it's just that it has finally hit home due to some things that 
have happened recently and I'll leave it at that. Plus the fact that no scene is 
without problems or a downside. For so long, I was so busy ‘trying to find a way 
out of here that everything else was kind of forgotten. And don't get me wrong, 
this place is no paradise. Those of you who have been here know what I mean, and 
you're probably thinking that I've lost my mind. Maybe so, it wouldn't be the 

first time. Or at least that's what they told me at the 
"home ".Anyhow, I 'm losing the point here. The point is 
that whether I'm here or on St. Marks, my life is basic- 
ally the same. Not exactly, but you know what I mean. I 'll 
wake up, go to work, hang out with friends, and come home, 
listen to records and go to sleep. Have a beer and go to 
a show, simple as that. The only things that missing are 
the bad attitudes and shit-talking that come with a lar- 
ger scene, and who needs that? II know that I don't want 
that shit! It makes the music and it's message even more 
clear. Oi and punk rock in general isn't just about where 
you live or hang out.It's how you live your life, making 
the best of it, and being honest with yourself & others. 
Or at least that's how I see it. And not just for punks & 



Gkins, either. There's something there for everyone. 

rt 0 i is about rock f n f roll, havin' a beer, havin' a laugh, fighting back, it's our 
life, it's our show, our world, it's our way of life"-Gary Johnson, street punk 
poet extroidinaire . I know that quote has been used a million times, but it's 
the truth. If you're not happy with the way things are, take a look at the big 
picture.lt starts with you, not the circumstances. With that said, I'm going to 
step down. Damn, that whole last part sounded like one of those Final Thoughts 
that Jerry Springer ends each show with. Very emo.I should really quit while 
I'm ahead. So, anyway, thanx for checking out the 'Background. Hope you enjoy 
this one.Here's a list of my current top ten picks. Check this stuff out if 
you haven't already. Until the next one, keep the faith! 

-ROI 

1 .The Templars ' Phase Two 'CD 2. Major Accident 'The Ultimate High 'CD 3. The 
Trouble ' Crime And Punishment '7" 4. The Truents ' Manhattan Express '7" 5. West 

Side Boys 'The Oi- Years 'LP 6 . The Krays /infiltrators split7" 7. The Swingin' 
Utters' Juvenile Product Of The Working Class 'CD 8 . Oxymoron 'The Pack Is Back' 
CD 9.V/A 'The Cockney Rejects Greatest Tribute '7" 10. Chapter 21 'United In 

Anger '7" and a million others. 


Oi! What's up? Well, this is my spot to say whatever, mostly a lot of thanks. 
First and formost many thanks and much love to Roi for giving me the opprotunity 
to work on such a fine publication! Also thanks to all those that helped out 
with this one like. .. .Jester, Rick and The Fabulous InCiters, Dave at Punkcore, 

John at V.Rock, Mark at GMM, Noah at Moon, Nigel and all of The Allstonians, 

Anthony at Sluggo, Mike at DSS Canada, Johan at Teenage Warning zine (you should 
all buy T.W. because it's excellent!), the person at Pork Pie who's name I can't 
read (sorry), those anonymous people that sent stuff from TAANG! and Chord/TDH, 
and probably a ton of other people that I've forgotten. They know who they are 
and they know their help is appreciated. Our response has been great! I only hope 
that it gets better. If you got the last issue you'll notice that we've incorporated 
more ska into this one. That goes with the original idea to keep the zine balanced. 
We hope to incorporate some hardcore as well as rockibilly and other styles by the 
next issue. We here at IN THE BACKGROUND pride ourselves at being quite diverse. 

We hope to put all that together into one quality zine while trying to make it 
interesting for everybody. So if you're out there and need an outlet, don't be 
afraid to get in touch! Besides, a day without mail is a glum one for me, so write 
and tell me whatever. Also, we are always looking for people to help distribute 
us, so if you like it drop us a line for a list of wholesale prices. Anyway, once 
again, thanks to everyone that contributes to, distributes, or buys this zine. 
(Bollocks to the rest of ya's!) I love working for it and hope to do it for a long 
time. It's helped me reach out to people all over the world! Sometimes you can 
get the impression that the scene's going to die under the pressure of differences 
and the like, but when you get to do something like this, you realize that every- 
things going along just fine! Please, anyone that wants to get in contact for any 
reason, write me care of this zine or: 


Top 5 playlist this time around: 

5. Bad Manners "Go" 

4 . Slackers "Watch This" 

3. Dropkick Murphy's "Barroom Heroes" 
2. Templars "Stars & Stripes" 

1. Bovver 96' "OI! OI! 01!" 

The InCiters "Mr. Clean" 

Swingin' Utters "London Drunk" 


Ian Mangin 
In The Background 
P.O.Box 98 
Melfa, Va. 

23410 

USA 



►(Sorry, couldn't keep it to five this time) 


GET A LOIFE 

MAIL ORDER DISTRIBUTION 


New releases, vinyl & CD 
reissues, imports & rarities of 
labels like Anagram, Captain 
Oil, Dojo, GMM, Grand Theft 
Audio, Grover, Helen Of Oil, 
Knock Out, New Red 
Archives, Other People’s 
Music, Pork Pie, Retch, Step- 
1, Taangl, Trojan, Walzwerk, 
We Bite and many more. 

Send 1 IRC (Europe) - 2 IRC’* or 
2 US dollars (elsewhere) for our 
full catalogue of Punk Rock, 
Hardcore, Oil, Ska 6 b Streetpunk 
LP’s, singles, CD’s 6s videos. 
Refundable towards first order. 


JOHAN VAN MIEGHEM, POSTBUS 46, 
9050 LEDEBERG 1, BELGIUM. 


Also available “Teenage Warning” #24 
featuring in-depth interviews with Toasters, 
Anti-Nowhere League, Cock Sparrer, The 
Reducers, Man’s Ruin, Alta Tension and a 
massive news/review section, all written in 
English. S3/DM 5/FF 15 Europe - $4 World 



- N°3 "Special France" avec: Ebola, Fight 45 
Records, The Herberts, NCA, Obnoxious, Regis 
Reulet, Serial Drinkers, Torquemada, Verdikt, 
Virus Oil etStormcore. 

- AT4 "Special rien" avec: The Business, Mata- 
Ratos, Pepe Le Pufois, Mighty Mr Men, Skoink, 
Vanilla Muffins et Face Value, Out For Blood, 


Les deux pour 15 frs + 8 fn de port. 


AURIENS!: Tony & Fabie - 66 Rue Saint Remy- 
771 00 MEAUX- France. 



STEELCOMB RECORDS PROUDLY PRESENTS: 

BOWER 96 KNUCKLEGIRLS 7" 

4 BRAND NEtf ASS SPAN KINS SONGS 

ORDER NOW FROM: PO BOX 16014 

PHILADELPHIA.PA.19147 USA 
ONLY $4.00 USA $5.00 ROVftcASH ONLY PLEASE) 



This interview with Andy of Philly's BOVVER 96 was 
done by Roi in Feb. The conversation started with talk 
of their local scene... 


Andy: There's a lot of bullshit that goes on. You gotta 
be eithee a nazi or a sharp, like if you go to a show. 

We went to this one this weekend, it was awful! I mean, 
it wasn't too bad, but a majority of the time you have 
to put up with a lot of bullshit. It's pretty worthless 
around here, but I don't know, we try to spice things up 
a little, when we go out. Deidre and I have two kids, so 
it's hard to get out of the house sometimes . 



Roi: The 
two 7" out and 
the Cockney 
tribute, how 
ccme about? 

Andy: When we started 
writing to all these 
sending demo's and 
ahold of Mike from DSS 
touring with BLANC 
Germany and THE SERVICE 
We were sapposed to do 
things didn't work out, 
play the last show after 
left. To make a long story 
bought seme of our records 
mentioned that we did a Rejects 
asked us if we wanted to do this 



band has 
your on 
Rejects 
did that 


playing we were 
different labels, 
stuff. I got 
we he was here 
ESTOC from 
, from Milwaukee, 
that tou r also, but 
we did get to 

BLANC ESTOC 
short, Mike 
and we 

cover, and he 
tribute he was doing, so 


we said sure. 

Roi: That's cool, any plans for an LP sanetime soon? 

Andy: Yeah, actually were sapposed to go into the studio 
this month sanetime. It's going to cane out on Walwerk Rees. 

Roi: Steelcomb Rees., is that the band's own label or 
something? 

Andy: Yes and no. We're trying to get our shit toge ther 
a little more. We're doing a split 7" with THE BITTER BOYS 
from Finland. The BITTER BOYS are good, they kick ass! 
They're going to be on 'Skins, Punks and Herberts Vol. 3 
or so I've heard. 

Roi: Favorite bands and influnces? 

Andy: Well, Deidre likes KLASSE KRIMINALE and she's into 
a lot of French oi! We all like all of the N.Y. bands li,ce 
TEMPLARS. THE BRUISERS from Boston kick ass. We also listen 
to other stuff like CCR, and only me, I listen to country 



music . 

Roi: Speaking 
of CCR, have you 
heard the DUCKY 
BOYS cover of Bad 
Moon Rising? 

Andy: oh Yeah! We 
were going to cover 
that song. We saw 
them the other night 
and they were playing 
it. 

Roi: I read in your 
Do A Runner interview 
that you guys played a 
country western bar a 
while back? 

Andy: Yeah, RT's in Oak- 
land N.J.. That was a trip 
man. It was fuckin' heavy 
metal night with all these 
"metal" people. I don't think' 
that they understood us. 

(laughs) The girls really liked 
Deidre. they were all like* "you're a 
female singer! I really love Heart." 
(more laughs) 


Roi: Wouldn't you agree that the U.S. has one of the best 
Oi ! /Streetpunk scenes in the world right now? 

Andy; Yeah it's good. Deidre and I have been to Europe and 
have a lot of pen pals over there. It does seem that they have 
more people that appreciate it, but as far as here in the 
states, we have sane of the best bands. I'd say it's pretty 
good. 

Roi: You and Deidre are married, how'sthat play into the 
band, is it ever an obstacle? 

Andy: We try and (laughs) I'm not going to lie, it is 
sometimes. But like if we're sitting down and writing and stuff, 
it can go both ways. It can be easy and it can be hard. If 
we can't fiqure sane thing out whem we're practicing we tend 
to argue a little more. We try not to let the emotional 
side of our relationship get in the way of the band. It can 
though. 

Roi: Are you guys going out anywhere on the east coast 
soon? 

Andy: Well, right now we're trying to set up a show at 




Coney Island High. We're scheduled to play a show at The 
Pipline in N.J. in a month, and three shows in North Carolina. 
Ed frm PATRIOT is helping set those up. He's a friend of our'. 
Roi: Alright, anything else you want to say? 

Andy: Yeah, we're going to be on like four or five comps 
coning out and our LP will be out soon. Anyone reading this, 
try and get in touch with us 'cause we want to play anywhere. 
It doesn't matter where. Oh, and we have T-shirts available 
now for ten bucks postpaid. That should do it. Thanks man. 



BOWER 96 


Contact BOVVER 96 at: 

BOVVER 96 
P.O.Box 18014 
Phi la, Pa. 

19147 USA 



ALL THE NEWS THAT FITS. . . .Ok, new releases out soon on GMM Records, or is out by now 
Anyhow, here goes . . . LOWER CLASS BRATS' Rather Be Hated Than Ignored' CD, MURDER CITY 
WRECKS 'Get Wrecked 'CD, MAN'S RUIN and their long-awaited full length 'Who You Callin' 
Cracker', U.S. CHAOS 'We've Got The Weapons 'CD, so keep your eyes peeled for this stuff 

Boston's up and coining Oi-boys THE TROUBLE are working on a new CD and a seven-inch 
to be released sometime in the near future, so there! 

Also, I've been hearing that THE CASUALTIES are supposed to be rereleasing their 
debut ' 4 Ooz. Casualty 'seven-inch on what label, I don't know. But that's only a rumor 
as of right now. 

And original copies of OXBLOOD ' s ' Crime Stories 'LP are all gone! That's right you 
poor bastards!!! Don't sweat it, the second pressing should be out by late March 
or April. The BATTLE CRY LP has been licensed to be released on CD by Pure Impact 
in Belgium, and will also include some '93 demo tracks. THE DEVOTCHKAS 7" has been 
delayed again because of recording problems , release slated for mid '98. They 're a 
all-girl punk/Oi band from Long Island, NY. . .PAXTON BOYS have finished recording 
a new EP,also available in mid '98. . .Austin, Texas 'clockwork skunx LOWER CLASS BRATS 
'Punks, Skins, Herberts, &Hooligans'EP will be repressed with a different sleeve and 
the new album on TKO,and the CD on Punk Core Records 

After the OPPRESSED and the COCKNEY REJECTS, next up in the Longshot tribute series 
from DSS Records will be a tribute to the godfathers of street punk,OOCKSPARRER. 
That's definitely going to be one worth picking up. 

Pork Pie Records is still collecting stuff for the United Colors of Ska Vol.3 and 
will also release the 'Skandal Vol.1 - Vol.4' on vinyl as a box set. Check it out. 

Chord/Too Damn Hype Records who did the SMITHS tribute are also releasing a CLASH 
tribute soon. Some bands involved in the project are INSPECTOR 7, MURPHY'S LAW, 
SKINNERBOX,H20, DEMONSPEED, CHRIS BRATTON TRIO, and others, so be on the look out for 
that. 

...And last but not least, there's supposed to be a big soul extravaganza in Spain 
towards the end of the year. Keep in touch for details. If anyone else out there has 
any news of any kind or a correction of something we've printed here, let us know. 
After all, we don't want to be spreading any nasty rumors, nov/ do we? 



W5KKE 

NEW! TEMPLARS 17 TRK. LP 
"DANS LES CATACOMBS DU 
STUDIO DE L' ACRE" ALL 
RARE EARLY STUDIO TRACKS 
DMM MASTERING FOR 
OPTIMAL POWER. FANS OF 
SAXON NOTE THE HEAVY 
COVER ART. FIRST 2,000 
INCLUDE A POSTER! $10.00 
IMPACT "COUPABLE" 7" $4.0C 
OXBLOOD/TEMPLARS 7" $4.0C 
TEMPLARS "CLOCKWORK" DBL.7" $7.50 PIST ' N ' BROKE " LAST CALL " 


LP$10. 00. PQSTAGE=$2 . 00( this ad, any size order) SEND SASE 
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SKA 


Moon 

Records 

If it’s Moon, you know 
il must be real SKA!! 

CHECK OUT NEW MOON RELEASES BY: 

THE TOASTERS 
BAD MANNERS 
MEPHISKAPHELES 

and history in the making with ... 

"REAL SKA REEL" 

ALL-SKA VIDEO 

V.A. - NIHAN SKA DANSU 

(ALL-JAPANESE SKA COMP!) 

BANG! SOUNDTRACK 
RUDE BONES 

V.A. - N.Y. BEAT VOL. 1 & 2 

Get a FREE newsletter and catalog! 

Mail us St or four first class stamps to: 

Moon, PO Box 1412. NVC, NV 10276 

Mail Order & General Info: 

( 212 ) 673-5538 
E-mail: moonska@walrus.com 
Webpage: www.moonska.com 

NEW STORE: 84 EAST tOTH ST. 

(between 3rd & 4th Avenues) 

Open 7 days. 


FANZINES . . . FANZINES . . . BLOODY FANZINES ! ! ! j 

WORKING CLASS NOBODY -c/o Nutter P.O.Box 680433 San Antonio, TX 78268 
Issue 03 has interviews with BOMB SQUADRON, LOWER CLASS BRATS, and THE BUSINESS. News, 
reviews, etc. $1.00 issue 02 with STORMWATCH, MAN'S RUIN, and THE OPPRESSED. 

TEENAGE WARNING -c/o Johann Postbus 46 9050 Ledeberg 1 Belgium 

Issue no . 23 with SPECIAL DUTIES, THE SKATALITES , BOTTOM OF THE BARREL, THE EXPLOITED 
THE OFFBEATS, and YOUTH BRIGADE. Tons of news and reviews! Issue 024 w/ MAN'S RUIN 
THE REDUCERS, THE TOASTERS , COCKSPARRER , THE BIONICS, ALTA TENSION, and the fabulous 
ANTI -NOWHERE LEAGUE. $4.00 US 

4Q -c/o Willy 200 Gibson St. Berea, OH 44017 

Issue number three has interviews with THE SUBVERSIVES, THE BUSINESS, THE IDOLS, BOMB 
SQUADRON, CUTTHROAT, and SQUIGGY.Lots of reviews, too $2.00 
SUPPRESSION 77 -c/o Brion Rd.1 Box 441 L Ellendale,DE 19941 

The premier issue with OPPRESSED LOGIC from California. Also ran tings, ravings, and 
some reviews. FREE 

THE GATHERING c/o The Skabox P.O.B 14056 Norfolk, VA 23518 

Issue 07 features interviews with the BOUNCING SOULS and the REV. NORB. Also a memo- 
rial to Ray Barbieri (R.I.P.) of WARZONE, articles, lots of show/record reviews, and 
more! $2.00 

FULL DECK -P.O.BOX 1215 Kennett Square, PA 19348 

Issue three and interviews with 12 POINTBUCK , THE TEMPLARS, as well as the LOWER 
CLASS BRATS, and some news and reviews thrown in there $1.00 

NEW ENGLAND HOOLIGAN -c/o JW 638 Congress Street #606 Portland, ME 04101 

Ok, issue numero two with THE TROUBLE, BIG BAD BOLLOCKS, DROPKICK MURPHYS, ALL SYSTEMS 

STOP, THE DUCKY BOYS, and even BOTTOM OF THE BARREL. Record reviews and some columns 

$2.00 

OINK! SKINZINE -P.O.Box 46 Cresskill,NJ 07626 

Number 4 featuring THE TEMPLARS, BOTTOM OF THE BARREL, THE INSTEPS, and DROPKICK 
MURPHYS. Also lots of reviews, pictures, and articles, .. .and a limited edition 7" w / 
TEMPLARS/BOTTOM OF THE BARREL! Get it while you can! $4.00 



Out At Last.... Control! # 

Featuring: 

Guitar Gangsters / Punks In Prague 
One Way System / TerminalHeaos f Casualty 
. 1 234 Records I Erase today / Red Flag 77 

Riot-Clone f Bitter Grin / The Crack 
& The UK Subs. Plus News, Reviews & All 
The Usual Bull.... 

Miss On At Yoijr Peru... 

Send £1 ft 29 p sae (UK), $2 (Europe) 
op S3 (RoW Surface Mail) To 1 

do Box 999. 26A Hooks Hall Drive, 
v; Dagenham, Essex, RM10 7BL. UK. 


New Internft Site: 

' http://www.kontrol. demon. co.uk 
E-Mail; stu@kontrol.deroon.co.uk 


•***>* ** Sum *r*er |W. 
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GUITAR GANGSTERS 
PUNK SIN PRAGUE 
ONE WAY 
TERM INAL HE ADS 
THE CASUALTIES 
1234 RECORDS 
ERASE TODAY 
RED FLAG 77 
RIOT /CLONE 
BITTER GRIN 
THECPACK 
UK SUBS 
PLUS NEWS. 

REVIEWS 
& MORE.. 




I first found out about The InCiters 
from their interview in A 

Way of Life zine. 
Afterwards I 
ordered the demo 
*tape and just fell 
HUVIIF in love! I started 

A \MV ^ waiting Rick who helped me get into 
W other Northern Soul. This style of music, 
praised by the original skins has mainly been thrown 
by the wayside, but it's back in a big way. I was happy 
to be able to bring vou an interview with the band that's 
right at the head of the comeback. 


i-How many members are in The InCiters and what do they do? 

r-Well, at this writing we have 10 members, but we've 
had as many as 14 at times. Now there's 3 vocals, Bill, 
Debbie & Susanah. Mitch on guitar, George on bass, Cory 
on drums, I play trumpet, Collin on trombone, Sam on bari 
sax, and Charlie on tenor. We're looking for a new keyboard 
player. 

i-How long has the new cd been out and what other recordings 
are available? 

r-It's been out for about two months now. The first 
pressing of 1 ,000 is almost sold out. We also have a 7" on 
Black Pearl Rees, and we've got two 7" due out soon. One on 
our label Mighty, the other is a split with my old band 
Durango 95 and that's on Oink. 
i-Are there any other present day soul hands? 

r— You know , I don ' t know of any doing what we do . Every 
towns got Motown cover bands, but no Northern Soul Style! 
i-What bands should those getting into soul check out? 

r-Oh man, that's impossible to answer! There is so much 
old soul with so many different styles. I would say to buy 
a few comps. Look for the Kent label, of course, and Goldmine 
and sequel have god comps to. My personalpick for skins & 
punks to check out is The Redskins. Definatelv s™’! the 
working class! Then check out The Dexy's unu start 1(xjk1 
for singles, there should be a lot of 
them on the east coast. 

i-How well is soul spreading? Are there 
good turn outs at your shows? 

r ~As I said earlier, soul is spreading 
really well out here, It's always been 





big in England. When we play in L.A. it really goes off! 

Lots of times it depends on who we play with because most 
don't know what 1 s up with soul. I mean we'll play a ska 
show and at first the kids are a little unsure, but after 
a few songs they lite up! More and more show up and start 
dancing instead of skanking. We've even played with punk 
bands and the punks dug us. Live we have a lot of energy. 

The only crowd that couldn't warm up to us is the swing 
crowd. We played with Royal Crown Review once, but I don't 
think we'l do that anymore. 

i-You've mentioned possibly going to Spain & Germany, are 
the scenes bigger over there? 

r-Yes, there's talk of sending us to Europe. As I said, 
Northern soul is huge there, and again I don't know of any 
bands out there, but the DJ scene is big. 
i -There seems to be more female vocals on the cd than your 
surlier stuff, is that on purpose? 

r-Well, we've always had more girls singing, but over 
ull it s about 50/50. We've got more guy writers and it's 
hard for a guy to write a song for a girl, so it might end 
up with more male vocals for a while. 

i-What other types of music do you listen to and how'd you 
discover soul? 

r-In the early 80's I was apunk. Then I got into 2ltone, then 
deeper into the roots of ska and skinhead reggae. The guys 
I was hanging out with when Durango 95 started were really 
into soul. Now I listen to mostly soul, but also a lot of 
ska and reggae still and oi! and punk to. As a matter of 
fact the Toy Dolls are playint 
tonight and I love those guys! 
i-Who owns and runs Mighty Rees? 

r-Paul Moshay. When he first 
saw us he was working for 
Delicious Vinyl and managing 
the Brand New Heavies. He was 
starting his own label and 
wanted us to be one of the 
first bands on it. He only has 
a couple of others right now. 

A power pop band, The Gain. 

A longe style band. The Dudley 
Manlove Quartet. And he's done 
a few live punk albums, then 

there's us, go figure. 
i-Who are your favorite band to 

play with, and who would you 
like to play with? 




r-Everytime we play with HEPCAT it's great! We've played 
with Desmond Decker a couple of times, Selecter, Supergrass, 
and Let's Go Bowling also. And of course now the original 
Brenda Holloway. We would love to play with sane of the 
old soul acts! 

i-What are sane of the songs the band covers, and why did 
you choose them? 

r-We do The Redskins "Lean On Me", it's very fast and 
powerful, and Bill is very much a union man. That's what 


The Redskins 
Other than that 
Thomas ' "Come 
Everett's "Too 
"B-A-B-Y" by 
we needed a slow 
stuff is pretty, 
i-What 's in the 
InCiters? 

r- more 
(Europe and 
coast), a couple 
Playing a lot 
i-Any closing 
r-Yeah, Skins, 
Punks, whatever, 
be willing to 
listen to scme- 
broaden your 
the scene fresh 
therefore you'll 
longer. Too 
if you don't 
like it, but you 
always 



were all about, 
we've got Don 
On Train", Bety 
Hot To Hold" 

Carla Thomas cause 
song. Most of our 
uptempo, 
future for The 

recording, touring 
possibly the east 
of singles soon, 
in California! 
conments? 

Rudies, Mods, 
you should always 
at least try to 
thing new and 
horizions. It keeps 
and exciting and 
probably stay in it 
many come and go. Hey, 
like it, you don't 
never know. And 
KEEP THE FAITH! 


Cd's and silkscreened posters are $10/$12w ppd, paid to: 
Rick Kendrick 

41st Ave For booking call: 

San Francisco! Ca. (415)566-4513 

94116 
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FROM THE INSIDE 


TT TRY ING TO BE PART OF WHAT YOU SEE. BROTHER- 
HOOD AND SISTERHOOD - ONE FAMILY. " 

- WARZONE- 

”E VEN IF YOU PUT SOME OF US AWAY, THERE’LL 
BE MORE THAT’S FOR SURE.” 

-STARS 8 STRIPES- 

Before I actually start with this I just want 
to let everyone know that I’m not bitching or 
whining. I realize that my actions put me where 
I’m at. I accept that and must live with the 
consequences . 

The reason why I ^m writing this article is 
to hopefully remind people about fellow brothers 
and sisters who are currently i ncarce r ated , 
doing time in one system or another, removed 
from the scene. 

Living inside the walls is a completely 
different life than that of the ’Freeworld’. No 
more hanging out with your pals, going to shows, 
and having a laugh. Those days are gone. And 
more often than not, the right to wear your own 
clothes and listen to your own music too. You 
might not think that’s much, but like they say- 
you never realize w hat you have un t i 1 it ’ s cjone . 
You slowly lose touch with family, friends, and 
the scene . 

So it’s important for you to think of that one 
person you might know that got sentenced to do 
a little time. Maybe drop them a few lines asking 
them how they’re doing. Or maybe send a few 
photos or something that will keep them in touch 
with the outside and give them a little hope. 
People who have never been locked up just don’t 
understand how good it feels to get a letter from 
someone who means something to them. It makes you 
feel worth something, remembered. That yo u ’ re not 
just another num ber . 


FROM THE INSIDE 

C cont . ) 

We’re always talking about unity. Well, 
shouldn’t that include! those removed from the 
scene also? Those who were there for you when 
they could be. Think about it. Put yourself in 
the i r boots . 

Well, I hope this has reached a few of you all 
Maybe it will make a difference, maybe it won’t. 
It’s just something that I had to get off my 
chest. At least I’ve tried. 

To those on the inside, hang in there. It will 
all be over soon. Keep the faith and always hold 
your ground!! 



i 
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S.C.A.R. *91 BOY, 
JESTER 

Any and all comments or replies, mail to: 
Gabriel Flores #676316 
Lynaugh Unit B-23 
Rt . 1 Box 1 50 
Ft. Stockton, Tx. 79735 
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As if this band needs an introduction (they don't), ONE WAY 
SYSTEM originally formed in 1979 and went on to turn out a 
number of singles that would later become punk classics. Two 
albums and five years later they split ways. Nov; in 1998, they 
are back with a new singer & a new bass player and are back 
in full force. Let me stop running off at the mouth, on with 
the interview, done with original member and drummer , Tommy . . . 

ROI -Alright, so when did One Way System actually reform? 

TOMMY-OWS got back together eventually after numorous attem- 
pts, late 1992-early'93. 

ROI -And at what point did Gavin leave and when did Lee step 
in? 

TOMMY-Gavin has been gone for eight to nine months, but we tr- 
ied to keep his interest for maybe two years. After we found 
out his decision, Lee stepped in straight away and since then 
things have gone from strength to strength. 

ROI-And for those who don't know, the current line-up is...? 

TQMMY-The current line-up is Lee Havoc on vocals, Andy Wilks 
on bass, Dave Ross on guitar, and Tommy Couch, drums. 

ROI -The band formed in 1979. What bands and sounds were infl- 
uential in the beginning? 

TOMMY-The sounds we were listening to when we first formed- 
The Ruts, Killing Joke, UK Subs, Stiff Little Fingers,GBH,Dead 
Kennedys,The Clash, all these and more were all very influe- 
ntial . 

R0I-0k,from then up until now, what changes, if any, have you 
noticed in the scene? 

TOMMY-Changes within the scene. Well, I think that with age 






behind it, I think that it has become more acceptable in the 
media's eyes. People aren't afraid to look and listen, and the 
more looking and listening, the stronger the scene gets.That's 
good in my eyes, but no doubt someone will disagree. Also, in 
England, there seems to be less violence at gigs and more peo- 
ple having fun. Less division, more unity. 

ROI-What do you think of the current crop of street punk/Oi 
bands that are around? 

TOMMY-The amount of excellent bands worldwide is great, i.e. 
Braindance , The Unseen , Roadrage , M . 0 . M . , GunDog , DFA , Humpty Du- 
mpty,The Truents,The Casual ties,SDF, The Creed, The Griffin, 

The Kray s,Allegience, etc, etc. The list is endless. After twenty 
or more years, the scene is being respected. 

ROI-I know that for a long time, it seemed that the scene in 
the UK was dead. Has it improved any, is it getting better? 

TOMMY-Yes,the scene in England is getting much better. There 
are more and more places to play. More people attending the 
gigs, less violence. Like I said earlier, it's fuckin' ace! 

ROI-What was your impression of the shows that you guys did 
here in the States last September? 

TOMMY-The shows in the States last summer were excellent .We 
all enjoyed them, the politics surrounding them were a bit 
shite, between us and management . Less about that, the better 
they know who they are. We also met a lot of sound people af- 
ter the shows. Thanx go out to the bands that helped us out- 
Blanks 77, The Unseen, The Krays, Sid The Vid,Distraught,Val, 
and more. Cheers! 

ROI-On the new CD, 'Leave Me Alone', the band's sound is music- 
ally heavier. What influenced the sound on that recording? 

Or did it just happen to turn out that way? 

TOMMY-As a band, we are influenced by each other. The sound on 
'Leave Me Alone 'was not preconceived. We just saw it as pick- 
ing up were the second album left off. 

ROI-And are there any plans for a full-length release in the 
near future? 

TOMMY-We are hoping to have a new album out before summer. 

We have to finish a few bits of recording and deal with man- 
agement. Shit that I spoke about earlier.Namly, John Bentham & 
his money-spinning Visionary company .We now take care of our 
business ourselves much better. 

ROI-And how did the band end up with Cleopatra for the CD? 


TQMMY-Cleopatra was just another John Bentham money-spinner 
for himself .We had no say in any of that release, the bastard. 

ROI -Alright , One Way System played at the Fuck Reading Festival 
in 1996 .What was that like and who else was on that bill? 

TOMMY-The Fuck Reading shows are great to play at and so are 
all of the other major festivals in England ,i.e. Holidays In 
Sun, The Autumn Gatherings, etc, etc. At Fuck Reading, it was us, 
Peter And The Test Tube Babies, they played. The Exploited head- 
lined. Also, The Business played and MadBall. 

ROI -Alright, what are the future plans for One Way System? 

TOMMY-The band will carry on playing anywhere and everywhere. 
Also, to get the new LP released somehow , and keep pushing for- 
ward. Educate the ignorant, entertain the stagnant. Cheers! 
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There seems to be a problem in our scene. Well I guess that there's a lot 
of problems, but I can't force people into moral change, so I won't even try. 
All I intend to do is just what this here fine magazine intends to do, highten 
awareness. Many of us have a very closed minded approach to music, which I feel 

is sad. Now wait a minute, you say, take a look around, how can you say that 

we are closed minded about music? I thought that we were the musicaly free! 

At least some of us would say that. I get the impression that many people in 
the scene see things the same way. I must point out though that most of these 
people are the musicians, who I feel have a greater understanding for this. 
Reason being is that they realize that you need many styles to come together 
to make a truly fresh product. Time and time again people have said that they 
feel that the scene would die without diversity. Actually I don't think that it 
die, but would probably become unbearably stale, which is definately worse. 

It realy is possible to like several different types of music. People outside 
the scene can't understand how I can get off to oi! and ska! Look at how 

different they are! What a lot of people inside the scene don't realize is 

that there's a ton of music inbetween. Now let me clear something up, I don't 
think that I'm better than anyone else. There are plenty of things that I'm 
ignorant to also, if anyone wants to tell me about them, please feel free to 
do so, after all, I'm making you sit through this! and I'm not telling you to 
embrace Hanson, far from it! Just pay attention to whats around you. These 
bands work there butts off for you! It's a shame that lot's of them can't make 
it because they simply get ignored. If you took the time you just might 
realize the similarities between styles, probably brought to you by the fact 
that the band listens to everything and incorporates that to their sound. Music 
is the common link between all of us, open your mind a little and you could 

expand the scene then who knows what will happen! 

-IAN 
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This is an interview that Ian conducted in March with Nigel 
Knucklehead of The Allstonians 

ITB: Who 1 s in The Allstonians now? 

N: Well, there's Carl on vocals, and he does sorne writing, 
David on drums, he's been in for about a year, Jim on bass, 
Ken Cook on guitar, he used to play in J.C. Superska, myself 
on keyboards and vocals. Right now we're looking for a few 
new horn players because TBone is leaving to start a 
bicycle business, And our trombone player is getting bigger 
and better gigs, so he'll be leaving soon. Kid Woodruff is 
still in and out on alto sax. 

ITB: Mixing it up seme. 

n: Yeah, it happens. I don't know if you knew about it but 
we lost four members about a year ago. They wanted to go 
more god damn hippy music, and we wanted to stay with the ska 
and they said it was going to go their way or they were 
leaving, so we said later! 



ITB: Is everyone in the band into ska, or do they listen 
to other types of music? 


N: People, like our drummer David, come into the band 
just wanting to play music and have a slight knowledge of 
ska and reggae, Then they learn the music and now he's wild 
for it. I used to hate reggae because I thought it all 
sounded the same. 

ITB: Before I knew better I used to hate it because I 
thought it didn't have any energy. 

"I: Exactly. I was a ska fan but not a reggae fan. Once you 
understand what they're doing, and I hate to sound like this, 
but it really is an African way of thinking abut music. 
Yaknow, they're not hitting things straight on, they're 
making different sounds. 

ITB: Since it takes so many members to do a ska band, is it 
hard to find members? 

N: At first yeah. When we started we went through ten people 
that we booted after a month because they just didn't get it. 
It's easier to pick people up after you have a name. Horn 
players are hard. We've trained six drummers. In total 
ther's been 38 Allstonians members. The hardest position to 
train is the bass. 

ITB: How come? 

H: Because people think that it's easy. That's why a lot 
of new ska bands have these almost "rock" basrlines. People 
don't realize the importance, everything sits on top of 
that. You could actually have a reggae band, if put together 
right, with only bass and drums. You wouldn't miss the other 
stuff. That's where dub comes from. The bass and drums 
would be on one side of the mix and everything else would be 
on the other and the DJ's would pull them up and down. We do 
Rockford Rock with a real slow reggae beat, and when our 
soundman is there it really sounda like dub, I think the 
audience appreciates that. 



ITB: I heard that you guys 
went to Europe, how was 
that? 
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IS!: Oh, we're still suffering the depression from coming 
hack! A lot of beer was had, it was a lot of fun. I think 
we're going back in the fall. 

ITB: Any touring plans for the states? 

N: Yeah, we've got a couple of things in the works. (He 
proceeds to tell me sane great shit! Sorry buster, can't tell 
ya, but keep your ear to the ground because it's hot!) 

....and then we're going out on our own in August. (Also 
for all you locals they'll be playing at The Warehouse in Va. 
Beach on May 15, so I expect to see all of you there with 
your dancing shoes on ! ) 

ITB: You've got a lot of cool stuff going on. 

N: Yeah, it's starting to work, finally after two years! 

ITB: The traditional sound is getting bigger, what do you 
think about that? 

N: It's cool that people are getting into it. Hepcat! Their 
cd is produced unbelievably, they got good Jamacian sounds 
on that. 

ITB: What are seme of the songs the band covers? 

N: Let's see, we do 'Highjack', 'love and Affection', 

'Death in the Arena' a ska version of 'Making Woopie'. We 
try to stay away from the norm. 

We somehow embark on a long conversation that summarizes 
as: Lee Perry is GOD!!! Buy all of his records! 

when I work in the studio I get many ideas from him. 

I hear he's touring now. I'd love to go see him. 

What about this east coast west coast thing? (Hey, I thought 
I was asking the questions here...) 

ITB: That's a bunch of shit! That's got to come up in every 
scene. I think it really sucks because I feel that it 
prevents a lot. 

N: Stubborn did go kinda far with that 'Open Season' song, 
insulting every band out there, hepcat finally answered 
and it's hilarious! it shoves it right back in their face. 


ITB: i think they needed that. I mean come on, you're good, 
but you're not that good. 

N: And they are good. 

ITB: Good musicians we'll say. I think that somrtimes they 
try to be too traditional. 

N: And what's with the fakin jamacian? Everyone knows 
you're an Italian kid fron Brooklyn. It's that whole N.Y. 

Ska Mafia, and maybe I shouldn't say this, but they think 
they're the be all end all of ska. 

ITB: They credit themselves for bringing it back. 

N: What gets me is bands like The Slackers, who are big 
on traditional now, were a ska/punk almost oi! band when 
I first time I saw them. At the same time Hepcat superceeded 
us. So for anyone to say they brought it back is bullshit. 

ITB: It's got nothing to do with the bands, it's the people. 
You can play whatever you want, if the fans don't want to 
hear it you're just playing to yourself. 

N: Good point! you wouldn't be playing if no one wanted 
to hear you. 

ITB: Anyway, the word from the boston area now is all about 
oi ! , what other ska canes from there? 

N: Beat Soup is starting to get it together. And there's 
The Agitaters, and Thumper, who originated ska-core despite 
popular belief. And Skavoovie who I heard went full time. 

ITB: Wow, thar's a big step. 

N: Yeah, and good for then! 

ITB: So what's the future hold? 

N: Well, our video is in limbo, but we'll finish that and 
we'll be recordig in Sept, and Oct. We're going to try it 
like The Skatalites used to. And lots of playing, if you want 
to book us call Squad 16 at (800)828-4952. 

ITB: Well, thanks for the interview and I wish the band 
conthued success. 
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•BOOT PARTY 'BRICKS TO CONCRETE ' LP This is one that has been out for awhile but 
I'll review it anyway . Eleven hard-hitting tunes here. I had some of these songs on 
a tape that someone gave me, but I finally got the entire album from Vulture Rock. 
Best one on here is "Working Class Thug".Brickwall Oi from California. Get this and 
start stompin'! Vulture Rock Records (see ad for address) 

•THE BURDENS 'WORKING CLASS JOKE 'CD Another outfit from California. This is good. 
Snotty punk that reminds me of 80 's So. Cal stuff .The song writing on this stands 
out. 15 tracks that will stick in your head, especially "Putting Me Down"&"Attitude". 
I'd like to see these guys make it to the East Cdast sometime soon. 

GMM Records P.O.Box 15234 Atlanta, GA 30333 

•CHAPTER 21 'UNITED IN ANGER '7" love the cover art on this one. Two tracks from 
this Chicago-based Oi band. "United In Anger"backed with "Our Life". The vocals re- 
mind me of another band and I can't think of who the hell it is. Anyhow, take my 
word for it, this is very worth having. Oh, and Perry of Templars fame plays bass 
on this release. Another one from Vulture Rock. 

•THE KRAYS /INFILTRATORS 'WHAT'S RIGHT AND WHO'S LEFT' split 7" Another split with 
two New York bands. Of course, we have the Krays with the song"Radio" that's kinda 
infectious, and a cover of the Who's"Won't Get Fooled Again". We're all waiting for 
a full-length frcm these guys. Next up are the Infiltrators who I've never heard 
before this. They have a sound similar to the Krays but faster, four songs from them 
Welfare Records 23 Lexington Ave.#424 New York, New York 10010 

•LOWER CLASS BRATS ' PUNKS , SKINS , HERBERTS , & HOOLIGANS ' 1 2"EP I first heard these 
guys when I got a copy of their 'Ultraviolence' 7", and I've liked 'em ever since. 
Pure and simple clockwork Oi from Texas. LCB gives us five bootboy anthems on this 
EP. "Russian Roulette" by fellow Texas punks The Chumps is covered by them on here. 
"Bite The Bullet" is my favorite. As stated on the cover, "100% Street Punk", which 
pretty much says it all. Out of print but Punk Core Records is going to be putting 
out a reissue of this with a different cover, or so I've heard. 

Punk Core Records P.O.Box 916 Middle Island, NY 11953 (see ad) 

•THE SUBVERSIVES 'TOMMOROW BELONGS TO NO ONE’12"EP Their first EP.This was the 
first stuff that I heard from this Minneapolis Oi/punk band. Five tracks including 
an early version of "I Don't Wanna Know", also on their LP.If you haven't heard the 
Subversives yet, make sure this is the next record you buy. (See interview in the 
first issue of this fine publication) .You guessed it, Vulture Rock Rees. 

•THE SUBVERSIVES 'PROTEST AND DANCE 'LP So nice we reviewed it twice. I 'll say it 
again, fifteen streetpunk classics that remind one of all the UK bands of yester- 
year. One Way System, Menace, early-Exploited. You know, the good stuff. Hope to hear 
their new EP soon. 

Step One Records P.O.Box 21 Tenterden,Kent TN30 7ZZ England 

•ULTIMA THULE 'THE EARLY YEARS 1984-1 987 'LP Ok, the originators of the "Viking- 
Rock "sound. I ' 11 admit, the first time that I heard this I wasn't all too into it. 

It took a few times listening to it for it to grow on me. I guess I'm the only one, 
'cause everyone else seems to swear by this band. They have their own blend of Oi 
and rock with a heavy folk influence. A must have for those looking for something 
different. The full-color artwork on the cover is great. Oh, and the first pressing 
of this comes with a neat little mini -poster. Give it a try. Vulture Rock Rees. 

•WEST SIDE BOYS 'THE OI! YEARS 'LP As far as I understand, this is a complete dis- 
cography of the band's output. Nine teen cuts including EP material , comp tracks, & 
singles. I love this record!Solid Oi from France with a good sound, really tight.lt 
is all sung in French, but they've been kind enough to include a lyric sheet that's 
in English. Definitely one of the best albums I've gotten in awhile. 

One more from Vulture Rock. 

•LAST CALL 'S/T'7" Another band that I'm hearing for the first time. Catchy punk 
rock from Atlanta. They 're kinda like a rough Swingin ' Utters or something . Three 
songs with lyrics you can easily relate to. GMM Records 


•THE IN-CITERS 'MOVIN' ON 'CD I absolutely love this band! They used to be Durango 
95 when they started reviving the soul scene in California. Now they're following 
up their demo tape with this eight-song cd with great 6T's style soul. Two of these 
songs are from the tape, but the rest are all new. Great female vocals and tons of 
horns. The best song on this is "Mr. Clean". Anyone that loves traditional ska should 
get this. Available from Rick Kendrick(see interview for address) -IAN 
•LEE PERRY ' ARKOLOGY ' 3 CD set This is a great box set that covers the career of 
ska and reggae genius Lee Perry. There are 52 amazing tracks on here that show Perry 
at his best with the different bands & people that he worked with. This set also 
comes with a fat booklet full of pictures and the story of Lee Perry's career. Any 
one who's into tine reggae has got to get this, it's out on the Island Jamaican 
division of Island Records. -IAN 

•THE JUMPSTARTS '...JUST A LITTLE BIT 'CD This disc actually came out in 96, but 
recently I found out that it's still available, so get it! Any fan of traditional 
music is a deprived individual if they are without this. The six songs that practi- 
cally define the word smooth mix traditional ska, soul, and a few other styles are 
touched on for good measure. An upright bass gives some unique sound also. I can't 
wait until we can hear something else from this Chapel Hill,NC outfit (hint, hint) 

$9 postpaid from The Jumpstarts P.O.Box 1286 Chapel Hill,NC 27514 -IAN 

•DISORDERLY CONDUCT 'PASS THE BREW '7" An excellent seven-incher from another N. 
Carolina band. Mid- tempo streetpunk with gravelly vocal s.Singalongs abound, espec- 
ially in the song "Riot" and the title track "Pass The Brew". This is American Oi, 
kids. Chalk up another one for GMM Records -P.O.Box 15234 Atlanta, GA 30333 
•KLASSE KRIMINALE 'l RAGAZZI SONO INNOCENTI ' CD Hey, it's Klasse KriminaleiThis cd 
originally came out in 1993 on the Twins "love music, hate politics" Records label. 
Check out the great Alteau illustrations in the booklet. Also included are the 
lyrics in English for those of us who don't speak Italian. All of the power and 
feeling is there.lt' s hard to compare Klasse Kriminale to another band.Let's see 
uh, melodic Oi with some experiments with ska and reggae. Musically, it kinda re- 
minds me of the Clash at times. Nice one. 

•V/A 'COCKNEY REJECTS GREATEST TRIBUTE VOL.1 '7" Last issue we reviewed the 'Urban 
Soldiers 'Oppressed tribute from DSS.This tribute to the Rejects follows it up with 
four great covers from BOVVER 96, THE AUTHORITY, FIRST STRIKE, & THE TROUBLE MAKERS. 

Job well done.We're looking forward to the Cocksparrer tribute that should be next 
in this series. Pick this and the Oppressed tribute ( w/TEMPLARS , IMPACT , 1 2 POINTBUCK, 
and THE UMPIRES) from D.S.S. Records -85 Paul Rd. Kamloops, BC Canada V2C 6T1 
•V/A 'VULTURE ROCK PROMO EP'7" Five bands here from the Vulture Rock catalog. Inc- 
luded are songs from BOOT PARTY ( Ca ), BLADE (Japan ), WEST SIDE BOYS ( France ), THE REVOLT 
( Ca ) , and an unreleased track from THE SYSTEM (NH) .The last two I hadn't heard until 
this. All in all, a good sampler. On Vulture Rock, of course. 

•V/A 'KNOCKOUT IN THE 2ND ROUND 'CD After Vol . 1 ,' Knockout In The 1st Round ', another 
strong showcase of what's available on the Knockout label. Twenty-f our tracks of 
everyone from psychobilly greats, The METEORS , to long-time punx SPECIAL DUTIES, even 
the ska stylings of LOS PLACEBOS. I can honestly say that there's not one bad track 
on this. You know how compilations usually have those one or two weak spots. Not here. 
Shit! OXYMORON, STAGE BOTTLES , FUNERAL DRESS, TEMPLARS, THE REBELS, RED FLAG 7 7, GLORY 
STOMPERS, PATRIOT, LOIKAEMIE, THE DISCOCKS,as well as a strong track by street rock 
faves THE CRACK. This is a little piece of heaven for only $5. 95. Buy this now!!! 
Better yet, buy the albums from where these tracks were taken, you won't be sorry. 
Knockout Records , PoSjtfach 100 716,46527 Dinslaken, Germany (see ad) 

•V/A 'UM GRITO DE UNIAO VOL.1 'LP Three of South America's finest on this comp. 
HISTERIA, VIRUS 27, and BANDERIA DE COMBATE give us a taste of Brazil, and the fact 
that Oi lives on in Brazil is well -represen ted. Strong and fast is how these 18 
tracks hit you, a powerful early-eighties sound from all three of these bands. 

Stomper material!!! $13.00 ppd from Vulture Rock Records (see ad) 


•THE TEMPLARS 'PHASE TOO 1 CD The new full-length from one of my favorite American 

?QQ^ d ^qfi C T l ' lally i the StUff ° n thiS WaS recorded over a two year period between 
1994 & 96.1 ve always respected the Templars not only because they make goodmusic 

but because they they ve always stuck to their own original sound. No doubts about 
016 Templars! Faves here are "Worth My While", "Don't Do Anything", and 
"Land Of The Free", though it's all good. 

DIM Records Postfach 1718 D-96407 Coburg , Germany 


•THE TEMPLARS 'DANS LES CATACOMBS DU STODIO DE L'ACRE 1993-1 995 'LP This is a new 
release from Vulture Rock Records. This is a collection of demo stuff , out-takes, & 
import-only tracks. Some of this stuff I’ve never heard and I don't know what it 
is from since I m looking at a copy of the test pressing. Hey, the tracks from Super 
Yobs Vol.1 are on here as well as two of the songs from the 'Clockwork Orange 
Horrorshow 7 .That much I know. Pick this one up while you can. First 2,000 with 
a free poster. Write to Vulture Rock for info. P.O.Box 40104 Albuquerque , NM 87196 
•BAD MANNERS DON T KNOCK THE BALD HEAD 'CD When I was first getting into ska I 
kept hearing about Manners, but couldn't find any of their stuff .When I finally 
did, they had been built to such a high expectation that they fell short . Eventu- 
ally I did come to enjoy lots of their music for what it was and is, great ska! 

Bad Manners is the only Two Tone band to keep the same great sound without let- 
ting it get stale. This could be some of their best work. The music is good, tons 
or horns and organ, plus some harmonica which I think sounds great and usually 
gets ignored. Pork Pie Records, available thru MoonSka - IAN 


MAJOR ACCIDENT THE ULTIMATE HIGH 'CD This album is quickly becoming one of the 
best that I own. Major Accident have always been good, But this is fuckin 'great ! 

It s got so much energy in it, but what I like most about it is the talented play- 
ing and the variety of the songs. Variety being something that's lacking with a 
lot .of Oi bands these days. It's definitely worth getting, whether you're a fan of 
Major Accident or not. GMM Records (see ad) - IAN 

•OXYMORON 'THE PACK IS BACK 'CD Yes! The follow-up to 'Fuck The Ninties. . . ' .This 
may very well top that album. The Qxy-bois pound out another one worthy of all the 
ype that this is bound to recieve . Songs about coppers, drinking, and how crazy the 
world is in general. Another hammer out of Germany! Get this! 

Knockout Records Postfach 10 07 16,46527 Dinslaken, Germany * 

•TOY DOLLS 'THE HISTORY 1 979-1 996 'dbl .CD Ah,two discs worth of the Toy Dolls ! 

All of n those .crazy, wacky punk tunes that ya love are here including my faves"P.C. 
Stoker and The Lambrusco Kid". While never known for being dead-on serious with 
their iyncS'Oiga once even described their songs as"pretty childish & infantile" 
° f u 6 SenSe ° f humor dominate s this territory, along with some quick punk 

numbers. This set is a real gem, with a booklet that traces their confused history, 
a complete discography, and a gig list of their entire career right up to '96. 
forty-one cuts in all. By the way, the new Toy Dolls album, 'One More Megabyte' , is 
out now on Rotten Records as you probably already know.This 2cd set is on- 
Reciever Records -Twyman House 31-39 Camden Road, London NW1 9LF 

•SWINGIN' UTTERS 'JUVENILE PRODUCT OF THE WORKING CLASS 'CD Their next record that 
comes close to blowing their debut LP, 'Streets Of San Fransisco' ,out of the water 
One In All is very Pogue-ish,with a real street feel to it. Sticks to your bones 
this one. A full sixteen tracks of the Utters. I have only one request of this band, 
let s hear that cover of SLF's"Here We Are Nowhere" one more time, the best.These 
guys left NRA and switched to Fat Wreck Chords?! I don't know, this is good 
I got my copy from Angry, Young, SPoor mailorder (see ad) 

•THE TROUBLE 'CRIME AND PUNISHMENT ' 7" Another promising band from the Boston area. 
This is four songs worth of heavy Oi with some touches of hardcore thrown in for 
good measure. Definitely for those into Dropkick Murphys or Ducky Boys. What else 
can I say. Nice one. Man, I suck at writing these things! GMM Records (see ad) 


•V/A 'NEW YORK'S FINEST' VIDEO A great video compilation with some of the New York 
area's top bands. Every bit of the footage is clear and you can actually tell what 
you're watching. Eighteen bands including THE TRUENTS , BANNER OF HOPE , OXBLOOD , FIRST 
STRIKE, THE TEMPLARS , URBAN RIOT, THE CASUALTIES, THE KRAYS , SKI ZMATICS ,L.E.S. STITCHES , 
BOTTOM OF THE BARREL, VIOLENT SOCIETY, and morel Cheap price, too! 

Write to -Welfare Video Box#274 1214 W. Boston Post Rd. Mamaroneck,NY 10543 

•V/A 'UNITED COLORS OF SKA VOL.2'CD This is kinda old, but I just got’ it so I'll 
review it anyway. This has got some great songs from bands all over the world, when 
some of them weren't as well known. Sometimes I look around and feel like it's 
getting harder and harder to find good ska, but a disc like this reminds me that 
there's still lots out there. And Pork Pie put it all together for you, how nice. 
Pork Pie Records Forster Str.4/5 10999 Berlin -IAN 

•V/A 'THE WORLD STILL WON"T LISTEN 'CD A tribute to the Smiths. I still love the 
Smiths, even after all these years. They 're just one of those bands that have really 
stuck with me, so when I heard that there was a tribute out, I had to have it. Most 
of these songs sound nothing like the originals, but they're great songs in their 
own right, and have even turned me on to some of the hardcore bands on here. Fans 
of the Smiths should pick this up and check out YOUTH BRIGADE, THE MEATMEN , EDGE- 
WISE, SLAPSHOT, 59 TIMES THE PAIN, and the almighty BUSINESS. 

Too Hype /Chord Records (see ad for address) -IAN 

•V/A ' SKANKAHOLICS UNANIMOUS 'CD Under The Influence Of Ska. This is dedicated to 
two of the ITB staff's most loved pastimes, dr inking and ska! Who could ask for any 
thing more?! Some of the songs are repeats, but most are on here for the first time. 
Although most are good songs , they ' re hardly the best efforts for some of these 
bands, but it's still worth getting. I love J. Worley's artwork, too. So grab a beer 
and a friend and check it out. Moon Ska Records (see ad) -IAN 
•THE DUCKY BOYS 'NO GETTIN ' OUT ' CD Holy retro Batman ! Boston ' s bangin' out great 
bands like it's 80 's hardcore again! This time it's the Ducky Boys playing great 
punk rock with a host of other elements in there.Here's something that's amazing 
-real lyrics, and lots of 'em. This disc practically screams self -pride. Learn how 
to tell your ex, your boss, and other undesirables that you'll survive. All that & 
a cover of the CCR classic"Bad Moon Risin' "(sorry Andy!-Roi)to boot. -IAN 
GMM Records P.O.Box 15234 Atlanta, GA 30333 

•THE RANDUMBS 'IT'S ABOUT TIME 'CD Ya know, I would have loved this like five 
years ago. The music is good, reminds me of early California stuff , with sort of a 
fast, hardcore edge. Twenty songs about. . .well, not a whole lot really. How these 
guys ended up on GMM is a mystery to me, sounds more like NRA stuff. I don't want 
to totally tear it down, I 'll listen to it every now and then. GMM Records -IAN 
♦THE VIOLATORS 'THE NO FUTURE YEARS 'CD This is a collection of everything that 
this influential band. Even some stuff that the band members later did as side 
projects, nothing short of sounding like Joy Division. While they were together as 
a band, they turned out some memorable Oi tunes. "Live Fast, Die Young"being a fine 
example. "Sunnier Of '81", the A-side,was hailed as THE punk single of 1982 by that 
now-king of tabloids , Garry Bushel 1. Described once in Sounds as "the sort of menace 
music that Alex and the droogs would make if they were locked in a studio all 
night". Check out the dual male/female vocals from Helen & Stylesy over the driv- 
ing rhythms, real savage. 14 songs in all, this is a piece of street music history. 
The Harry May Record Co. (no address,! got my copy thru Vulture Rock mailorder) 
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From Austin, Texas cones 
the LOWER CLASS BRATS. 
Their new CD, 'Better To 
Be Hated Than Ignored' is 
out soon on GMM Records. 
In the meantime, check out 
the interview done back 
in Feb. with Bones. Enjoy! 


R0I-0k,the basic stuff first .Who's in the Lower Class Brats? 

BONES-Right now, at this moment? Uh,it's me on vocals, Marty on 
guitar, this guy Huston on bass, and Rob on drums. Rick, our bass 
player, he's still in the band.He's been having problems with 
his stomach, keeping down food and he gets really car-sick. He's 
been at hone getting well, but he should be back soon. 

ROI-And when did LCB start out? 

BONES-As a full unit, we started in early 1995. Marty and I star- 
ted the band in Jan. ' 95, started writing songs like "Riot In 
Hyde Park" and brought them out .We got Rick and he was friends 
with Rob. We started playing shows, our first show was in Sept. of 
'95. We played with The Varukers. First time we ever played, that 
was really cool for a first show, I mean, getting to play with 
the Varukers. 

ROI -Also, influences and/or favorite bands? 

BONES-Personally,l'm really into the "clocckwork"bands like The 
Adicts and Major Accident. I'm really into all different kinds 
of music. I like everything from The Pogues to Rose Tattoo to 
whatever. Influentially, in the band right now, like Marty is a 
really big Motorhead fan. If you listen to, especially our new 
stuff, you can kind of hear that. Our next LP, actually, we are 
going to be doing "Vibrator" by Motorhead on there, that's a 
great song. 

ROI -Yeah, you mentioned The Adicts, and they're like one of my 
favorite bands of all time and. . . 

BONES- Yeah, I could tell from the name of your zine, 'cause when 


you first contacted me and I heard the name In The Background 
the song started to go through my head, f rcm' Songs Of Praise'. 
The Adicts were one of the first bands that I ever saw back in 
1983, with Peter & The Test Tube Babies. They absolutely changed 
my life. Huge clockwork fan, I've even got the bloody eyeballs 
tattoed on the back of my wrists. I love it. 

ROI-Yeah , that ' s cool. Alright, what records does the band have 
out so far?Run down the discography for us. 

BONES-Ok , here we go. The first single, 'Who Writes Your Rules?' 
on Helen Of Oi Records. Second single was the ' Ultraviolence ' EP 
which was a split with The Reducers . Third , ' Wrench In The Gear' 
7", and then the split with The Dead End Cruisers. Then we did a 
split with The Templars. No, then it was the 12"EP on Punk Core. 
We just had an LP come out on this French label , Combat Rock,w/ 
the first three singles on it. 

ROI-How did the split with The Templars come about, anyway? 

BONES-Well,this guy Mark who owns T.K.O. Records called us up & 
what he wanted basically was a punk band and a skinhead band. 
And I guess our name came up and we were all stoked to do it. 
Mark's cool though, he paid for all the recording and all .We 
were all stoked to be on a split with The Templars, you know? 

ROI-So what ' s the Oi & punk scene in Texas like these days? 

BONES-Well, there isn't really one. Like, around here, there's a 
band called The Oi-sters,they're good. The Dead End Cruisers, 
they play more like '77— type stuff, like SLF or something . There 
is another band that I just heard called Swine System. I ^ think 
they're from Dallas, really good streetpunk. Overall, that ' s it. 
But Texas is huge, and it's hard to find out about all of these 
bands, you know? 

ROI-Who are The Chumps, you covered one of their songs on that 
1 2"EP that you guys did. They 're a local band, right? 

BONES-Yeah , they ' re local. Though they're not really an Oi band, 
they're more like a full-on punk band, early sound like The 
Angry Samoans or something. They 're good. 

ROI-Talk a little about The LCB Army .What exactly is it? 

BONES-Ok , the LCB Army started out as just a name for all of 
the people that came to our shows and supported us. We made up 
badges for them and not to long after that we got people from 
all over writing to us for the badges and stuff. It's cool. 


ROI-Have you gotten to play outside of Texas much? 

BONES-The only time that we've played outside of Texas, we 
played in New Orleans with Blanks 77 and One Common Voice. We' re 
supposed to play Mardi Gras next month, and at the end of March 
to play with The Business up in Oklahoma . That 1 s going to be a 
great fuckin' show. 

ROI-Are there any bands that you would like to play with, any 
of the old bands that have gotten back together? 

BONES-Personally,l'd like to play with Major Accident, of course 
or maybe Cocksparrer.Geez,I keep hearing that The Adicts are 
going to tour again, I'd love to do something like that. Just the 
classic bands like that, that have been around, you know? 

ROI -Alright, Bones, you've done artwork for your band and sane 
others. What are some of the things that you've worked on? 

BONES-Well,l've done stuff for Blanks 77, Quincy Punx, Gutter- 
mouth, a few compilations . I really haven't been doing that much 
artwork 'cause of the band taking up a lot of my time. I mean, I 
really enjoy drawing but it gets too much sometimes having to 
work on other things and writing songs. 

ROI-What's your personal opinion of the Oi/punk scene here in 
the States? 

BONES-I think it's really good. I mean, I think that it's getting 
kind of trendy right now. You even have crust bands playing Oi 
now. Though, even sane of those bands are good, like Defiance. If 
your heart is in the right place and you're at least doing good 
music. And to me, music is all that matters really. Bands like the 
Dropkick Murphys, or Bovver Wonderland and The Choice are just 
brilliant. Battle Cry, I like them a lot. The scene is growing and 
I think that it can only get better. I mean, it's so young here 
in the U.S.,you know? Marty and I talk about this all the time, 
and we're always going to play music that we love.We're not 
stopping . 

ROI-I think that as long as there's always people into it, if 
it's two or two- thousand, it will always live on. 

BONES-Right, right. It 's bigger than it ever was right now. I do 
think that that is a good thing. 

ROI-It's really strong here in the U.S.I think a lot of the 
bands have the right attitude. 

BONES-Yeah , it ' s all about the power of the music. I mean, having 
a beer and having a laugh, I love it. It wakes me up in the morn- 
ing and it puts me to sleep at night. 


ROI -Absolutely .And is there anything that you think needs to 
be changed in order for it to grow? 

BONES-I think that there's people out there who still let the 
politics get in the way of the music. I was talking to this guy 
today, and he won't come see us play at a certain club because 
on certain nights, rockabilly bands play there and boneheads 
attend. I mean,look,you're not helping anything, you 're just as 
bad as they are now. It's like, what the fuck? Come in, enjoy the 
music, have a good time. I think that's the only thing, there's 
still people with that kind of mentality. That has to stop. 
Everything else I think is great. 

ROI -Alright, the million-dollar question, what's your favorite 
brew? 

BONES-I think you already know the answer to this one (laughs). 
The classic quote-any beer is good as long as there's enough 
to go around. 

ROI -That always works. Any thing else you want to add? 

BONES-I was reading in your first issue, in the interview with 
The Subversives, and (more laughs) it's like he said -Sorry to 
the people who we haven't gotten back to yet. We still have 
everything, we have our shit .We've been really lame on mail 
lately. Everything's been pretty hectic around here.We're try- 
ing to write a new LP.You will get your stuff though, don't 
worry. Urn, I don't know, I guess that's it. I do think that if 
everyone sticks to their guns, we can make the American scene 
the best in the world. Everyone stand strong. 


Write to: (include a stamp or IRC for reply) 


Lower Class Brats 
P.O.Box 4333 
Austin,TX.78765 
(U.S.A) 
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As the ska and punk scenes in the U.S. begin to grow, how should we view 
the inclussion of the masses? Most of us consider these scenes as much more 
than just music. It's the same wherever you go, they call it a family, a 
lifeline. Sounds silly, after all, it's just music, right? Wrong! For many 
of us a family is just what it is. That's simply, or not so simply actually 
why we take offense to the newfound, and seemingly evergrowing acceptance 
for the music. Why people get upset is because the music they've lived and 
died for is now being used to sel cars and the like. So we feel scorned. 
Personally I felt odd when America's Funniest Videos had all ska background 


music , or. when the Ramones were used in a Today commercial. The basic idea 
is that these people don't have their hearts and souls in the music like 
we do. Their hearts and souls are in the almighty dollar! Why is it that I 
can't listen to the Toasters in my car without getting weird looks, but ska 
can be used to sell Coke. Granted the music in my car is quite loud, we'll 
just put that aside for the moment. Many of us have lived lives secluded 
from eveyone (probably better off anyway) because of this music. We become 
angry with the fact that peoplr accept this simply because they're told to. 

So the real truth is that we're jealous! Before you run me out on a rail, let 
me explain. When we all got into the scene we cursed the fact that what we 
praised the rest of society was blind to. We hoprd that there would be more 
coverage, more sources, more people. Now we've got it and all we do is 
complain. The argument from most is that the big companies are hand 
selecting who they want and market it as punk or ska. Lots of times they 
miss the mark (by far). The masses simply take it for what they're told 
it is. As it was written in the Gathering, "is it [their] fault for not 
knowing, or is it the companies fault for marketing it that way?" Many of 
us' can write it off saying the most of the bands aren't that good anyway. 

What if that wasn't the case, let's say that the Templars suddenly stepped 
into the limelight, then what would we say? We say that it would never 
happen, so why even think about it? Why do we suddenly get defensive? How 
would popularity change the band? If the bands mentality is right the only 
difference would be that little Warren down the street, who swore on Tesla 
not to long back, would buy the new Templars, not through mailorder, but 
from the Sam Goody down the street. The same place that was worth a pile 
of shit to you for not having anything that you wanted. Damned if you do, 
damned if you don't. Speaking of the Damned though is proof that popularity 
can make a band go to shit. Why is that? We assume that fame wentto their 
heads. Well, you know what they say when you assume... Maybe bands 
change because the fans that were there for them through their upbringing 
turn on them and run the mention of a peak amount of record sales. Could 
be 5,000 could be 30,000, we'll call you sellout when we want to. There 
could be good things ahead though. Out of the arty punk scene of the late 
70 's came the brilliant oi! scene of the early 80 's, and aren't we all 
better for it!? If it stayed underground, how would it be? Sure, that old 
hag down the street will still quiver when you walked down the street, but 
the music (the real important thing) might have suffered. Maybe it would've 
died. Out of the wreckage came something worth holding on to. Last years 
monicar was 77 ' in 97 ' . I look foward to 79 ' in 99 ' ! Tear down these 
excuses for punk and ska, we'll survive and grow on what's left. We'll 
always be here, sort of like a fungus! And don't worry about little Warren, 
as soon as Tesla anounces their reunion tour he'll be on the road and 
forgotten about who the Templars even were. Hang on kidsit's gonna be a 
bumpy ride, but it'll be over soon enough. If you don't like it Fuck You! 
Talk your trash, when you come back and deem it cool again we'll remember. 
You got a better theroy? Don't be shy, write and let me hear it. 

-IAN 
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The following interview with Matt Kelly of the Dropkick 
Murphys was done back in Feb. They're out now on the road 
with The Business. Go check 'em out. Until then, read on. 

Roi -Ok, where did the name come from? 

Matt-There was this guy, this wrestler guy in the 1920's and 
30 's here in Boston called Dropkick Murphy. He started a dry 
out clinic for alcoholics during the Depression. So, it 's a 
Boston thing. 

ROI -When did you join the band? 

MATT-l've been in the band since May '97. 

ROI -When did the band start out and what's the lineup? 

MATT-The band started out about two years ago, doing covers & 
junk in a basement of a barber shop. The line-up, ok, right now 
it's Mike McColgan on vocals, Rick Barton on guitar, Ken Casey 
on bass, and had this guy Jeff on drums. He was from that Boston 
band, The Freeze. Anyway, he couldn't tour so they got me, Matt. 
ROI-That's cool. Alright, how did the band get on the 'Give Em 
The Boot ' compilation on HellCat Records? 

MATT-I wasn't in the band when then, but what the deal was that 
they were going to do an LP for sane label and they heard that 
Lars Fredriksen from Rancid was going to produce it, so they 
figured they'd make him a tape, but somehow that guy,what's his 
name?Tim Armstrong got ahold of it and he asked them if they 
wanted to be on it and eventually asked them to do an LP for 
HellCat, too 

ROI -So, HellCat treats the band pretty good then? 

MATT-Oh yeah, they 're really cool. They 're really helpful, they 
make it feel like a small-time label. 

ROI-So,the LP cones out tanmorow,huh? 

MATT-Yeah!I 've heard a lot of people already have copies of it 
for like a month now. I don't know how that works, I mean the 
damn thing hasn't even cone out yet, you know? 

ROI -You guys do a bunch of Clash covers at your gigs. 
MATT-Well,we're kinda veering away from that. We do "Career Op- 
portunities"and a punk version of "Guns Of Brixton" . Some peo- 
ple don't appreciate our version of it, though. 



ROI-Who influences you, and the band in general? 

MATT-Oh, there's lots. AC/DC, The Stiffs, The Pogues , Skrewdriver 
Cockney Rejects, lots of early Oi bands and also stuff like 
the Rolling Stones and stuff .Rick's been playing a lot longer 
so he's got a lot of earlier influences. 

ROI-What about the old Boston Hardcore? 

MATT-Oh, I love that shit, it makes me want to put my head thru 
a wall. Jerry's Kids, FU's, The Freeze, Gang Green, Impact Unit. 
That's the real hardcore. That 's my first love before all the 
Oi stuff. 

ROI -Yeah, cool. I figured that they fit in somewhere. Ok, the 
Boston scene seems to be pretty good right now, what with the 
Trouble, Ducky Boys, All Systems Stop. What do you think about 
the scene? 

MATT-Oh yeah, the bands are really good here. Actually All Sys- 
tems Stop has broken up, they 're all doing different projects 
now. The Big Bad Bollocks are really good. 

ROI -Yeah, I've been hearing a lot of good stuff about them. 
MATT-Yeah,they're like a pub rock band, the Pogues mixed with 
the Macc Lads, guitar, bass, tin whistle, squeeze box. They are an 
awesome band. And there's Showcase Showdown, they 're really big. 
The Unseen, Carpet Patrol, The Pinkerton Thugs, 30 Seconds Over 
Tokyo, which are like the modem version of the FU's. They 're 
all great bands. There was a show a couple of weeks ago with 
The Trouble, Pinkerton Thugs. There were over 600 people there. 
Granted the Casualties were supposed to play but everyone 
knew they canceled and they all still came. 


ROI-Yeah,it seems like there's a lot of good stuff going on 
there. 

MATT-Yeah , lots of new bands are cropping up, like this band 
The Vigilantes. Kids are very supportive around here. 

ROI-How did the split with the Ducky Boys come about? 

MATT-I think it was the first release on Ken's label, Flat Rec- 
ords. That was the first thing that I bought from the D.M.'s 
The band started up together and started to play together and 
stuff. So they put it out. 

ROI-What are the future plans for the Dropkick Murphys? 
MATT-Well , from the end of Feburary until the end of May we're 
touring the U.S. with the Business and maybe in May, we will 
get to go to Europe and the U.K.And we've got about ten songs 
down for another album. We want to have that out by the end of 
the year. Basically, we want to work real hard at it and tour as 
much as possible.That's the way to do it 

ROI-Who are those old guys on the 'Tattoos & Scally Caps 'cover 
how'd they make it on there? 

MATT-Oh,they're these guys from Quincy. They 're these tough old 
bastards from the neighborhood.lt was probably Ken's idea to 
do it. It's pretty tough. They may be making repeat appearances 
for us. 

ROI-That's great. Anything else you want to mention? 

MATT-Well, hi to all the good bands out there, the Templars, uh. 
Ant i-Heros, East Coast Oi bands and West Coast Oi bands like 
the Authority, Randumbs,Workin' Stiffs, One Man Army, all those 
Boston bands. And thanks for your help interviewing. I hope the 
zine goes well. Oh yeah, an/' 1 our address - 


DROPKICK MURPHYS 
P.O.BOX 7504 
QUINCY, MA 02269 USA 
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